Adrenergic pattern of aorta and superior mesenteric arteries in young and senescent rats.
The noradrenergic innervation of two portions of the aorta (thoracic and abdominal) was studied by the fluorescence method in rats belonging to two different age groups (3 and 28 months). Adrenergic fibres were clearly visible only in the abdominal tract of the aorta, and appeared to be more distinct and more numerous in young rats compared with the older ones. By contrast, the superior mesenteric artery was regularly found to possess a rich adrenergic plexus, even if catecholamines were more densely present in younger animals.